
Gartacharne 
NB.  

1. Variously also spelt Gartacharn, Gartachairn and Gartocharn (occasional misspelling).  

2. Gartocharn is also the name of a village in West Dunbartonshire, 9km WSW of this Gartacharne in Stirling.) 

3. Only male heirs/sons recorded. 

 

Leny Buchanan Cadets 

Walter, 3
rd

 son of Andrew, 2
nd

 Laird of Leny (Chartered 1458 by King James II) 

(Tack [rent] of „Mochastel‟ – now Bocastel – in Callander Parish, Perthshire [old]) 

Andrew of Mochastel John of Petquhonorty 

(no known heir) 

Patrick of Mochastel 

Alexander of Mochastel 

(Estate Divided) 

 

 The Napiers of Merchiston were a prominent 

Edinburgh family, who became owners of the Barony of 

Edinbellie Napier in Strathendrick – initially gaining 

title to the land through marriage with the family of the 

Earl of Lennox. 

 John Napier (d. 1488) had married Elizabeth 

Menteith, granddaughter of Earl Duncan of Lennox. In 

1490 Elizabeth finally received her 4
th
 share of the 

Lennox estate. 

 In 1507 she resigned all her rights to her son, 

Archibald, and on 21 May 1507 he obtained a Charter 

under the „Great Seal‟ incorporating the various portions 

of the estate into a Free Barony entitled „Barony of 

Edinbellie Napier‟. 

 The Lennox lands were Gartness, Dalnair, 

Blairoer, GARTACHARNE, 2 Ballats, Douchlas, 

Badivow, Edinbelly, Ballocharne, Thomdarroch, plus ½ 

the fishing on Loch Lomond, and fishing on the Endrick 

& Alquhore, with the Mill at Gartness, Culcreuch was 

added by purchase in c 1632. 
John of Mochastel Walter of Glenny 

Andrew of Glenny Alexander in 

Gartacharne 

James of Glenny 

(Unmarried, sold 

Glenny) 

Andrew in Gartacharne 

 

Alexander obtained a “beneficial track of the lands of 

Gartacharne in Drymen Paroch from Cuningham of 

Drumquhasil” (Probably as sub-tenant as Cunningham 

of Drumquhassle would have the main tenancy through 

the Napiers. The value of all the Gartacharne estate was 

£5, but the portion leased to Alexander was valued at 

55s. 

„in‟ indicated a lessee. 

„of‟ indicates a 

proprietor. 

George 

 



 

Former tack converted to full „Feu 

Disposition‟ to Alexander, by precept 

of Lord Napier, infefting him in his 

lands of Gartacharne (ie the 55s 

lands). Signed at Drumakill, Drymen, 

September 1673. (Regarded as 1
st
 in 

Gartacharne‟ by William Buchanan of 

Auchmar, Family Historian 1732, ie as 

the 1
st
 Laird of Gartacharne. 

Andrew in Gartacharne 

 
George 

 

John 

„Went abroad‟ 

 

William 
„To Edinburgh‟ 

 

 

Alexander 
„To Edinburgh‟ 

 

1660: Andrew was granted a tack of 

the £5 lands of (part of) Gartacharne 

in favour of himself, his heirs, 

executers, assignees, sub-tenants & 

cottars from Lord Archibald Napier 

(heritable proprietor), with consent 

from Dame Elizabeth Erskine, his 

mother (he was still a minor). 16 July 

1660 signed at Alloa by Napier and 

mother. 20 Jul 1660 signed at 

Ballikinrain by Andrew. 

Alexander of Gartacharne 

 

George 

Baillie/Burgess in Glasgow 

 

Andrew is thought to have married 

daughter of George Buchanan of 

Gartincaber. 

George   Andrew   Neil   Archibald 

Glasgow Merchants and co-founders of 

the Buchanan Society of Glasgow, 1725 

 

Walter 

(unmarried) 

 

George of 

Gartacharne 

 

Thomas 

Maltman 

(Glasgow) 

 

Andrew 

Merchant Tailor 

(Glasgow) 

 

Walter: Precept of Clare Constat 

infefting him in his lands 23 Aug 

1695 from James Craig of Dalnair. 

George: Thought to have succeeded 

Walter c Sep 1712 when he was 

described as “the oldest lawful son 

in life” to Alexander of 

Gartacharne. 

William Buchanan of Auchmar 

writes of him in 1732 as “now of 

Gartacharne” 

Marries Elizabeth Buchanan c 

1720(?) 

Alexander married 

Margaret Buchanan 

(died Glasgow March 

1721) daughter of Walter 

Buchanan of Boquhan.  

Gartacharne Continued 

from p1 

 

Alexander of 

Gartacharne 

(1720-1779+) 

 

Alexander: 3 Aug 1759 infefted”in those 

parts and pendicles of the £5 land of old 

extent of Gartacharne, commonly called 

the „Body of the Town‟, the Dowry and 

Skioch, these parts extending to a 55s land 

of old extent.” 

Patrick & Thomas MacAdam were tenants 

in Gartacharne at the time and Patrick 

acted as Baille. 

Married Elizabeth McAlister (1722-c1759-

63) in 1738. 

George 

 
James 

 
Alexander of 

Gartacharne 

(1744-1814) 

 

Thomas 

 



 

Gartacharne Continued 

from p2 

 

Alexander of 

Gartacharne 

(1744-1814) 

 

Sasine Abridgement (with misspelling): Aug. 13. 1806. 

“Alexander Buchanan, Portioner, Gartocharn, as heir to 

Alexander Buchanan, Portioner there, his father, seised, 

Aug 18 1806 – in parts of the £5 land of Gartocharn, 

called the Body of the Town, the Dowry & Skeoch 

extending to a 55s land, par, Drymen;-on Par.Cl.Con. by 

Andrew Millar of Dalnair, Feb 20, 1806. 

Married Elizabeth 

Weir of Barrachan, 

Campsie Parish 

 

Alexander 

(died young) 

 

Thomas (1) 

(died young) 

 

Thomas (2) of 

Gartacharne 

(3
rd

 surviving son) 

(1777-?) 

 

daughter 

 

Sasine Abridgement (with misspelling): Oct. 11. 1815. 

“Thomas Buchanan, Portioner, Gartocharn, as heir to 

Alexander Buchanan, Portioner there, his father, seised, 

Oct 7 1815 – in parts of the £5 land of Gartocharn, 

called the Body of the Town, the Dowry & Skeoch 

extending to a 55s land, par, Drymen;-on Par.Cl.Con. by 

Alexander Millar of Dalnair, Jul 17, 1815. 

Married Agnes 

Buchanan, Ballindore, 

Buchanan Parish. 

 

Alexander of 

Gartacharne 

(b.c. 1817-18 Oct 1893 

“at Gatracharne”) 

 

1861 Married Mary 

Fleming McCallum, 

daughter of Hugh 

McCallum, Douchlage, 

Drymen Parish. 

 

Alexander of 

Gartacharne 

(1861- ?) 

 

John (x2) Thomas & 4 

daughters 

 

Valuation Roll Extracts: 

1855-56. Lands of Gartacharne. Proprietor, Alexander 

Buchanan of Gartacharn, occupier Alexander Buchanan. 

Value £175. Gartacharn Cottage & Lands, tenant & 

occupier “Mrs Buchanan.” (probably widowed mother) 

1865-66 Lands and farm of Gartacharn. Alexander 

Buchanan, occupied by self. Shootings: Duke of 

Montrose (tenant). Cottage & Garden, occ Mrs 

Buchanan. 

1880-81. Gartacharn, Drymen: Farm £182. Alexander 

Buchanan, farmer. Shootings: William MacAdam 

(tenant), Cottage & Land, occ. James Urquart. 

1914-15. Farm: Gartacharn. Alexander Buchanan, 

farmer. House & garden occ, James Brown (tenant) 

Courthouse officer. Shootings: George A. Mitchell, 

coalmaster, Park of Drumquhassle (tenant). 

(By 1938 the owner was a James Davidson – farm, 

cottage & shootings rights (game birds, rabbits, etc)) 

10 Jun 1915,married 

Agnes Margaret 

McLatchie, Bath Hotel, 

Blythwood Parish, 

Glasgow. 

 

Described by John 

Guthrie Smith in his 

book „Strathendrick‟ as 

„the present laird of 

Gartacharne‟. (1895) 

 

1901 Census. at 

Gartacharn Farm. widow 

age 59 & Alexander, 

farmer, 39, proprietor; 

Thomas, brother, 23, 

worker; Kate, sister, 17.  

 

Sources: „The Family of Buchanan,‟ William Buchanan 

of Auchmar, 1732. 

„Strathendrick & its Inhabitants from Early Times,‟ John 

Guthrie Smith, 1896 (posthumously). 

Miscellaneous extracts form the Register of Sasine 

Abridgements for Stirling County, and the Valuation 

Rolls of the County of Stirling, Drymen Parish; Drymen 

Parish Church Proclamations 1891/1979 

CAH/9/510 

 


